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Old English Game
The Old English Game is one of the most popular show 

fowl in the world. They are strong, lively, hardy and easy to 
breed. The hens make wonderful broodies.

Many BANTAM strains have been developed to be miniature versions of their large fowl 
counterparts. There are also “True” bantams which are unique in that they have no large 
counterpart.

COMMERCIAL CHICKENS are hybrids that have been developed to optimise either egg 
or meat production. This has been done because no single pure breed displays all of the 
desired traits needed to be economically viable in a commercial enterprise. Commercial 
layers have been bred specifically for their good feed conversion ratio, liveability and 
consistent high number of quality, strong-shelled eggs. Commercial meat chickens (called 
broilers) look quite different as they have been bred for rapid growth rates, docility, superior 
feed conversion ratio, heavy muscling and carcass traits such as meat yield.

Poultry breeds are generally classified into one of two major categories, being 
HARDFEATHER and SOFTFEATHER.

Hardfeather varieties generally have tighter, closer fitting plumage which sits smoothly along 
the contours of the body. These birds tend to come from oriental and game bloodlines, 
exhibiting more athletic bodies with prominent muscling. Individual feathers on these birds 
are generally more rigid than those of softfeather breeds and tend to break more easily.

Softfeather birds have a layer of soft fluff between the body and the outer feathering. 
Feathers sit at an angle away from the body and are generally looser than in hardfeather 
breeds. Traditionally, softfeather breeds were developed for either meat or egg production, 
whereas the hardfeather or “game”varieties were bred for fighting. 

Ancona
Originally bred in Italy, the Ancona is known for its 

excellent laying ability. Hardy foragers and thriving in free-
range conditions, they can be flighty without frequent 
handling so are suited to more experienced breeders.

Leghorn
Laying up to 300 large, white eggs per year, the Leghorn is one 
of the world’s most popular breeds. They adapt easily to both 

confinement and free-range conditions. They can be noisy.

Silkie
The Silkie is one of the most popular choices of breed for children. 

They are extremely docile, and have unique soft feathers with a 
fur-like texture. They often go broody and make excellent mothers, 
so are frequently used to hatch eggs of other breeds. They cannot 

fly and do not need much room, so make great pets. They have 
black skin and 5 toes on each foot.

Polish
The Polish chicken is renowned for the unusual large crest 
of feathers on its head. Originally bred as a show bird, they 
have great temperaments and a friendly disposition. They 
can experience vision problems if their crest grows large 

enough to cover their eyes.

Minorca
Sometimes called the “red faced black chicken’, Minorca’s are an 

ornamental breed with red faces, huge wattles and combs and 
large white earlobes. They thrive in hot weather, but struggle in 
the cold. Despite being excellent layers, they seldom go broody. 

They are active and prefer open outdoor areas.

Langshan
Bantam Langshans make great pets and are a good beginner’s 
breed. They lay a good quantity of small dark brown eggs, and 
have good fertility for breeding. They are uniquely Australian, 

and with their distinct ‘V’ shape, are a little bit fancy.

Pekin
Pekins are a True bantam, that is, a breed of miniature chicken 

that has no large fowl counterpart. They are exceptionally quiet 
and rival the Silkie in being an excellent pet for children. They can 
be hard to breed naturally due to their prolific feathering, but go 

broody regularly and are good sitters and great mothers.

Sussex
Bantam Sussex are ideal birds for showing or to keep as pets. 
They tend to lay much better than their larger counterpart, 
producing up to 260 eggs per year and laying through the 
winter. They make good broodies, wonderful mothers, are 

affectionate and rarely show aggression. 

Ancona
Bantam Anconas make good free range birds as they are 
very alert and active. They don’t like to be penned up in 

small spaces and can be flighty without handling. They lay 
well (around 160 eggs per year), but tend to not go broody. 

They are hardy and good foragers.

Leghorn
At times nervous, bantam Leghorns are vigorous and hardy 

layers of white eggs. Chicks are easy to rear, feathering 
up and growing quickly. However, their noisiness and 

flightiness can make them a challenge to keep. Best suited 
to experienced breeders.

Sebright
With lacing on all their feathers, Sebrights are an eye-catching 

bird. The breed was developed in the 1800s and is the only breed 
of chicken named after an individual person (Sir John Sebright). 

Despite their beautiful looks, Sebrights are difficult to raise 
due to a lack of vigour in the chicks and are best suited to 

experienced breeders only.

Rosecomb
Rosecombs are a proud, defiant bantam, bred mostly for 
exhibition purposes by experienced breeders. They come 

in a variety of colours, but all colours have large, white 
earlobes. They can suffer from poor fertility, have low rates 

of hatchability and are slow to mature. 
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Australian Game
Bantam Australian Game are about one third the size of 
the large fowl. They are gentle and tame, yet show great 

courage. Feathering is exceptionally hard and close fitting.

Pit Game
There are a variety of shapes and sizes in the bantam 

Pit Game, depending on whether their blood lines trace 
back to English or Asian lines. However, in common, they all 

should have good eyes with keen sight, and a strong head 
and powerful beak.

Indian Game
These birds are attractive and very tame to handle.  However, 

care must be taken when purchasing bantam Indian Game 
as fertility and hatching problems can occur in birds with 

excessively short legs.

Old English Game
One of the oldest breeds, resembling the Red Jungle Fowl, 

these birds are very popular in the show ring. They are hardy 
and active. Males can be aggressive at times. Females are 

good layers and extremely protective mothers.

Modern Game
The Modern Game is an attractive fowl that was developed from 

crosses of Old English Game and Malay Game. They were not 
bred to fight, and are not valued for their laying ability or meat 

production, but are popular as exhibition birds. They have 
a calm temperament, are easily tamed and make excellent pets.H
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Australorp
Australorps are an Australian breed, derived from the Orpington. The 

last three letters of the name ‘Australorp’ acknowledges the Orpington’s 
role in the development of this breed. They have outstanding egg laying 

performance, glossy feathers, are good sitters and mothers and are a 
backyard favourite with Australian families due to their versatility.

Plymouth Rock
Sometimes also called the Barred Rock due to their patterned feathers, 
the Plymouth Rock is a cold-hardy dual-purpose bird. They are long-

lived, good layers that have a calm and docile nature and are easily 
handled despite their large size.

Sussex
Being good foragers, the Sussex does well in both free-range 
and confined environments. They produce a good number of 
eggs each year as well as having a solid body suitable for meat 
production. They are curious and friendly, not prone to flying 

and easily handled.
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Brahma
Brahmas are large, docile birds that thrive in cold 

climates. They have profuse feathering, which lies close 
and compact to the body. They are good layers of large 
tinted brown eggs. They are happiest when they have 

lots of room.

Barnevelder
Bred as a dual-purpose bird, the Barnevelder is a medium 
heavy chicken, laying a good number of dark brown eggs 

and producing a reasonable carcass.  They are hardy, have a 
placid and quiet disposition and adapt well to confinement.

Rhode Island
Rhode Islands are excellent layers of large brown eggs and 

are also a good eating bird. They are hardy, coping with both 
hot and cold weather, mature early and display a calm nature.
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Houdan
Of French origin, the Houdan is an unusual bird, with 5 toes, 
a V shaped comb with two parts like the wings of a butterfly, 

and a large crest and muff. They are calm, placid chickens and 
good layers of large eggs. They have a 7-8 year lifespan so 

make good pets for somebody looking for something out of 
the ordinary.

Araucana
Bred as exhibition birds, the Araucana is an unusual looking 
fowl that lays distinctive, blue shelled eggs. Some strains are 

rumpless and missing a tailbone, but varieties in Australia 
commonly come with tails. They are difficult to breed, with 

a high rate of mortality in the chicks, but once started, 
are hardy, fast growers who mature quickly. 

Frizzle
An attractive and unusual looking bird, Frizzles have 

feathers that curl backward. Although bred for exhibition 
purposes, they also make great pets due to their kind and 

gentle nature. They come in a variety of colours, but all 
colours have red eyes.

Cochin
The Cochin originated in China. It is a large, slow maturing bird 
with an enormous amount of soft, broad feathers. They have no 
sharp angles and are round and lazy. Profuse feathering on the 

legs can cause problems unless they are kept on short grass. They 
have a calm, maternal nature and make good pets, living 

for between 8 to 10 years. 

Hamburgh
Sometimes called the “Everlayer”, the Hamburgh is a prolific 

layer of small white eggs. They are good flyers so can be hard 
to keep confined, and do need a large amount of room, so 

are best suited to a free-range environment. They are active, 
hardy birds who can be flighty around people. 
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Isa Brown
The Isa Brown is one of the oldest breeds of 
commercial layer. Initially bred by crossing 
Rhode Island Reds and White Leghorns, the 

Isa Brown is an efficient layer which can adapt 
to a wide range of climates and environments. 

Hy-Line Brown
Renowned for its persistent egg laying ability, 

the Hy-Line bird has a calm temperament, 
excellent feather retention and produces eggs 
with robust shells. They start laying early and 

have a long, productive life. 

HiSex
The Hisex Brown is sexable at hatching by its 
colour. It produces a brown quality egg with 
excellent shell strength and is suited to both 

cage and free range environments.

Ross
Ross broilers are robust birds that have a 

high meat yield and great overall performance.

Cobb
Cobb broilers are good all-rounders with 

efficient feed conversion, rapid growth rate, 
and good meat yield.

Arbor Acres
Arbor Acres broilers combine excellent 
growth rate, feed conversion, liveability 

and good breast meat yield.
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Malay Game
Malay Game are a long-lived bird that stand very tall and 
extremely erect. They have scant feathering and feel the 

cold. Needing space and possessing a large appetite, they 
are suited to more experienced breeders.

Belgian d’Uccle
These fowl have full beards and muffs and feathered feet. 

Despite their feathering, they are not particularly cold hardy. 
They handle confinement well, have an excellent calm 

disposition and are extremely tame. Although going broody 
often, they cannot cover more than a few eggs at a time, due 

to their small size.

Australorp
Bantam Australorps are a much smaller version of 

the larger variety, but still conform to the same breed 
standards. They are hardy, with a calm temperament 

and exhibit the same high egg laying abilities.

Australian Langshan
Langshans are tall, attractive birds with feathered legs. 

A dual-purpose bird, they produce over 200 eggs per year 
and are also good for meat production. They are popular 

and highly successful on the show bench.

Wyandotte
Bantam Wyandottes are docile and friendly. They have 

thick feathering, and a round body shape, which suits cold 
climates. They produce around 200 tinted brown eggs 

each year and make good mothers.

Wyandotte
Wyandottes have a heavy body and are prized for both 

their meat and egg producing qualities. The Laced 
varieties are extremely pretty. Hens lay well and go 

broody often.

Pit Game
Pit Game birds are bold and fearless. They have a solid 

beak, sound legs and an alert character. They are known 
for their stamina.

Australian Game
Originally developed from fighting strains, with a strong 

influence from Malay Game, ‘Aussie Games’ are large, solid 
and muscular. Their plumage is very hard and brittle.

Chicken Breeds in Australia

Indian Game
The Indian Game is an extremely heavy fowl with dense 

muscling and a stout bone structure. They have a sensible and 
calm nature and can be used in cross-breeding for meat.

Orpington
Originally bred in England, Orpingtons are very large birds, 
with deep, broad bodies. They are beautiful in appearance 

and temperament, are good broodies and protective 
mothers. They require lots of room to move.

Croad Langshans
A heavy breed with a distinctive ‘U’ shape, the tail on a 

Croad Langshan sits at the same height as its head. 
They have a deep breast and short, feathered legs and 

are known to be early maturers.


